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Press Release
Over 70% of PET Waste Recycled in India: Reveals Study
PET recycling has grown to become a R3,500-crore industry, and is expected to keep growing, Says PACE

New Delhi, 30 August 2017:A recent report, released by the National Chemical Laboratory, Pune, has revealed that close to 70% of PET bottles get recycled through the organized sector in India. The report, which aimed to answer questions on the afterlife of PET bottles, puts the annual PET recycling business in India at an estimated Rs 3,500 crore. 
Initiated by Pet Packaging Association for Clean Environment (PACE), the scope of this project was to understand the PET recycling scenario in India. The project team, which included Dr. Magesh Nandagopal, scientist, NCL Innovations and Dr. V. Premnath, head, NCL Innovation and CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, Pune, took a holistic and in-depth look at PET recycling. It sought to obtain a preliminary, realistic, ground-level understanding of the various issues, bottlenecks, pressure-points, difficulties in recycling PET in the Indian context.
To this end, the team visited PET waste collection and sorting centres, PET waste traders and recycling units spread across the country. In the process, over four dozen vendors, traders and recyclers engaged in the business have also been interviewed. Additionally, the team also spoke to industry experts, specialists from trade organizations, PET manufacturers, bottlers and various NGOs.
Mr. P.C Joshi, General Secretary PACE, said, “We initiated this project in 2016, to develop a robust, ground-level understanding of how PET recycling happens in India and to document the findings through a website and a report.  The study has revealed that 70% of PET waste in India is recycled. It also found that, of the 900-kilo tons of PET made in India annually, 65% is recycled at registered facilities, 15% in the unorganized sector and 10% is reused at homes.”
PET is one of the most widely used plastics for packaging applications. Apart from being food safe, what makes PET a popular choice is the fact that it is also strong, lightweight, transparent and shatter-resistant. Moreover, PET’s qualities as an effective barrier to carbon dioxide, combined with transparency, makes it one of the most popular choices for packaging of food around the world.
Due to their high recyclable value, PET bottles are extremely sought after by waste collectors or kabadiwallas, who sell them for Rs24-15/kg. The waste traders, who employ people to segregate, sort and further sell it to large vendor or recyclers. Discarded PET bottles are collected, sorted, cleaned, shredded, and made into washed flakes, which are then used to produce products like polyester fibre. This fibre can be used for a variety of applications, like filling materials for cushions or pillows; or it can be converted into fabrics for use in clothing, upholstery, etc. In India, more than 95% of recycled PET goes into fibre applications - regulations do not allow recycled PET to be used in production of bottles. However, there are units that utilize recycled PET for production of bottles—mostly by mixing a percentage of recycled PET with virgin PET in producing PET bottles.
A small percentage of recycled PET is also used for the manufacture of PET straps, monofilament, sheets etc.  The end products sell at anywhere between Rs 50-110/kg. Across India, there are over 40 large manufacturers who use r-PET as raw material.	
PET’s unique chemical composition makes it one of the most preferred materials for recycling. The polymer is technically 100% recyclable and has a lower carbon footprint when compared to other packaging materials. 
About PACE
PET Packaging Association for Clean Environment (PACE), an industry body headquartered in New Delhi, is dedicated to promoting the benefits of PET packaging for a safe and clean environment. To this end, PACE partners with PET manufacturers, bottlers, processors, and recyclers across India need to work towards a cleaner environment.  
The primary aim of PACE is to foster and support the adoption of a voluntary code of conduct relating to the manufacturing, packaging, recycling using distribution and sale of PET packaging in India.   
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